
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A fairy cake tea cosy is just 

right for afternoon tea. The 

cosy is knitted in double 

knitting weight yarn and can 

be decorated with buttons or 

beads. Instructions are 

included for two sizes, to fit 

standard three or six cup 

teapots. 

 

 

Materials 

 

Small amounts of double knitting weight yarn in three colours, for 

the cake case, the cake and the icing. 

Beads or buttons for decoration. 

3.25mm / US size 3 and 4mm / US size 6 needles. 

 

Tension 

 

Approximately 11sts and 18 rows = 2"² worked over stocking 

stitch on 4mm needles. Since much of the cosy is knitted in rib, the 

tension should not be too critical. 

 

 

 

Frankie’s Knitted Stuff 

Fairy Cake Tea Cosy 



Small Cosy 

 

The main part of the cosy is worked in two halves and then sewn 

together to fit round the handle and spout. The icing is then knitted 

separately and sewn on to the cosy. 

 

Using 3.25mm needles and the long tail method, cast on 41 sts 

with the cake case colour. 

 

Row 1: *P1, K1, repeat from * to last st, P1.  

Row 2: *K1, P1, repeat from * to last st, K1. 

 

Work these two rows again and then row 1 once more (5 rows in all). 

Change to 4mm needles and work 15 more rows in K1, P1 rib. 

Knit 1 row for the top of the cake case and change to the cake 

colour. 

 

Next row: *K2, K2tog, repeat from * to last st, K1 (31 sts). 

 

Beginning with a purl row, work 5 rows in stocking stitch. 

Change to 3.25mm needles and work 5 more rows in stocking stitch. 

Cast off knitwise. 

 

Make two pieces like this and then sew 

them together, leaving holes for the 

spout and handle. It’s probably easier to 

try the cosy on the pot as you do this 

but, if you don’t happen to have your 

teapot to hand, try the following 

measurements: 

 

Spout side:  Join 3cm above the spout and 2cm below it. 

Handle side: Join 1cm above the handle and 2.5cm below it. 

 

 



Icing  

 

Using 4mm needles and the long tail method, cast on 72 sts.  

 

Row 1: (and every odd numbered row) Purl. 

Row 2: *K2tog twice, (m1, K1) four times, K2tog twice, repeat  

  from * to the end of the row. 

Row 4: *K7, K2tog, repeat from * to the end of the row (64 sts) 

Row 6: K3, *K2tog, K6, repeat from * to last 5 sts, K2tog, K3 

(56sts) 

Row 8: *K5, K2tog, repeat from * to the end of the row (48 sts) 

Row 10: K2, *K2tog, K4, repeat from * to last 4 sts, K2tog, K2 

 (40 sts) 

Row 12: *K3, K2tog, repeat from * to the end of row (32 sts) 

Row 14; K1, *K2tog, K2, repeat from * to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1  

(24 sts) 

Row 16: *K1, K2tog, repeat from * to the end of the row (16 sts) 

 

Cast off knitwise and sew up the side seam. 

 

Put the main cosy and the icing on to the 

teapot and pin the icing to the rest of the 

cosy. Sew the icing down with small 

running stitches around the bottom edge. 

Turn the cosy inside out and sew the top 

of the cake to the icing using sewing 

thread to stop it curling. 

 

 

 

All that remains is to decorate 

your cosy and put the kettle on! 

 

 

 



Large Cosy 

 

Using 3.25mm needles and the long tail method, cast on 51 sts 

with the cake case colour. 

 

Row 1: *P1, K1, repeat from * to last st, P1.  

Row 2: *K1, P1, repeat from * to last st, K1. 

 

Work these two rows again and then row 1 once more (5 rows in all). 

Change to 4mm needles and work 21 more rows in K1, P1 rib. 

Knit 1 row for the top of the cake case and change to the cake 

colour. 

 

Next row: K2, *K2tog, K3, repeat from * to last 4 sts, K2tog, K2 

(41 sts) 

 

Beginning with a purl row, work 5 rows in stocking stitch. 

Change to 3.25mm needles and work 6 more rows in stocking stitch. 

 

Next row: *K2, K2tog, repeat from * to last st, K1 (31 sts) 

 

Beginning with a purl row, work 4 more rows in stocking stitch. 

Cast off knitwise. 

 

Make two pieces like this and then sew them together, leaving 

holes for the spout and handle. It’s easier to try the cosy on the pot 

as you do this but, if you don’t have your teapot to hand, try these 

measurements: 

 

Spout side:  Join 4cm above the spout and 2.5cm below it. 

Handle side: Join 2.5cm above the handle and 2.5cm below it. 

 

Icing 

 

Using 4mm needles and the long tail method, cast on 96 sts.  



Row 1: (and every odd numbered row) Purl. 

Row 2: *K2tog twice, (m1, K1) four times, K2tog twice, repeat  

  from * to the end of the row. 

Row 4: K5, *K2tog, K10, repeat from * to last 7 sts, K2tog, K5 

(88 sts) 

Row 6: *K9, K2tog, repeat from * to the end of the row (80 sts) 

Row 8: K4, *K2tog, K8, repeat from * to last 6 sts, K2tog, K4     

(72 sts) 

Row 10: *K7, K2tog, repeat from * to the end of the row (64 sts) 

Row 12: K3, *K2tog, K6, repeat from * to last 5 sts, K2tog, K3  

(56 sts) 

Row 14; *K5, K2tog, repeat from * to the end of the row (48 sts) 

Row 16: K2, *K2tog, K4, repeat from * to last 4 sts, K2tog, K2  

(40 sts)  

Row 18: *K3, K2tog, repeat from * to the end of the row (32 sts) 

Row 20: K1, *K2tog, K2, repeat from * to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1  

(24 sts) 

Row 22: *K1, K2tog, repeat from * to the end of the row (16 sts) 

 

Cast off knitwise and sew up the side seam. 

 

Put the main cosy and the icing on to 

the teapot and pin the icing to the rest 

of the cosy. Sew the icing down with 

small running stitches around the 

bottom edge. Turn the cosy inside out 

and sew the top of the cake to the icing 

using sewing thread to stop it curling. 

Decorate with buttons or beads. 

 

 

 

 
© Frankie Brown, 2010.  
My patterns are for personal use only and should not be used to knit items for sale. 



Abbreviations 

 

st / sts  stitch / stitches 

K  knit 

P  purl 

K2tog  knit 2 stitches together 

m1  make 1 by lifting the thread before the next stitch and knitting 

  into the back of it 
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